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There is plenty of potential for Florida.  A substantial portion of the state’s income relies on 
well-kept beaches, wetlands, and other natural landscapes.  With an abundance of sunshine 
and agricultural waste, the state is in a good position to take the lead in renewable energy.  
Florida’s strengths lie in the innovative policies enacted by its local governments, the 
scientific advancements produced by its universities, and the groundbreaking work achieved 
by private industry.  While Florida is further along than most of the South, the state 
government has yet to fully capitalize on its substantial opportunities.  Good science has been 
produced and thorough policy work has been done, but many state-led initiatives have been 
left unfunded or face political opposition.  Florida’s reliance on property taxes (severely 
effected by the Great Recession) as a revenue source means that resources are scarce, thereby 
making substantial state-instigated industry changes difficult. While this may be the case 
now, state lawmakers in the wake of the Great Recession are beginning to realize that the 
state’s economy must diversify.  High-tech industries and the construction of solar energy 
may complement the tourism jobs that supported the state for seventy years.  The following 
have been identified as break-away programs, policies, and organizations that make Florida a 
leader: 

 Its research universities, the University of Central Florida in particular, are producers 
of cutting-edge technology in green industry and sustainable building practices such 
as cellulosic ethanol (biofuels), solar energy (both photovoltaic and thermal), and 
alternative building construction (such as green roofs and permeable concrete).   

 Many New Urbanist planning firms are based in Florida and have done substantial 
work in many local governments, and the “Treasure Coast Regional Planning 
Council” provides a multi-country model of regional planning. 

 The state’s Farm to Fuel initiative provides both funding and networking for the 
biofuels industry, with innovative technologies using citrus peels and sugar-cane 
stalks. 

 Florida has several new initiatives in high-speed and commuter rail. 
 Gainesville has a city-level feed-in tariff, and Orlando is a national leader in 

alternative-energy transportation.   



General Background Policy 
 

Energy Goals. In 2008 the state legislature approved HB 7135, which included many 
significant changes: it authorized the state’s Department of Environmental Protection to develop 
a cap-and-trade program, set out a plan to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the electricity 
sector to 1990 levels by 2025, created provisions for net metering and a renewable standard 
portfolio plan, set building efficiency standards, and established a 10 percent renewable fuel 
standard for ethanol. The law catapulted Florida from the bottom half of solar deployment, to 
second only to California (Susac 2010).  In 2009 the Florida Public Service Commission 
approved a 20 by 20 renewable portfolio standard (20 percent by 2020), but the proposal did not 
gain legislative approval.  A bill introduced in the 2009 legislative session by State House 
Representative Keith Fitzgerald attempted to implement feed-in tariff regulations for the entire 
state but was also defeated (Fitzgerald 2010). 

 
Public Benefits Fund. Like most southern states, Florida has no public benefits fund. 
 
Green-Buildings Policy. Florida has long had a statute that mandates energy efficiency 

and cost-effective solar energy in building design (255.251). In 2007 Governor Charlie Christ 
signed Executive Order 07-126, which established greenhouse gas emissions reduction goals for 
all state buildings. The level of reduction will be increased gradually toward a goal of 40 percent 
below 2007 levels in 2025. Legislation passed in 2008 (HB 7135) requires that all new buildings 
financed by the state must meet LEED certification or equivalent standards for new construction 
(LEED-NC). Existing state-financed buildings be retrofitted to meet LEED existing building 
standards (LEED-EB) and have a life-cycle analysis (DSIRE 2010).  

 
Florida has been an active participant in LEED standards testing.  Not only are state 

buildings required to meet LEED standards, but state universities also administer LEED 
certification.  In 2006 Florida was one of a few pilot regions that tested the LEED for Homes 
building standard.  The Florida Solar Energy Center at the University of Central Florida 
administered the program and continues to certify LEED buildings (Florida Energy Center 
2010). 

 
Florida Statute 718.113(8) prohibits any deed restrictions or other binding agreements 

from disallowing the use of or installation of “energy devices based on renewable resources” 
which include everything from clotheslines to thermal solar hot water heaters (DSIRE 2010b).  
This is particularly noteworthy, considering Florida has one of the largest concentrations of gated 
communities in the nation (Blakely and Snyder 1997). 

 
Green Jobs Training. In June of 2009, Workforce Florida, the state’s workforce policy 

organization was asked to “design and implement strategies that help Floridians enter, remain in, 
and advance in the workplace” (Cornelius and McMullian, 2009). The report defined a green job 
as one that “increases the conservation and sustainability of natural resources for the benefit of 
Floridians. This includes jobs that reduce energy usage or lower carbon emissions, and protect 
Florida’s natural resources. Green jobs should provide worker-friendly conditions, pay 
sustainable wages, and offer opportunities for continued skill training and career growth” (ibid.).  
The report concluded with an eight-point recommendation, which stated:  



1) identify needed labor supplies within various “green industries;”  
2) conduct a “gap analysis” to identify needed training within the state;  
3) work with learning centers and related state departments as well as NGOs to establish 

needed training;  
4) create a communication action plan to distribute needed information to Floridians;  
5) monitor the training programs;  
6) identify relative advantages unique to the state when applying for ARRA funds;  
7) actively promote the green jobs definition within political entities; and  
8) tie green job initiatives closely to any kind of economic development issues (ibid.).   

To date however, no major programs have been undertaken. 
 
 
Clean-Energy Industries 
 

General Background. In 2006 the state government approved the Florida Renewable 
Energy Technologies and Energy Efficiency Act, which created incentive programs for 
renewable energy and energy-efficiency products. The act also authorized the Renewable Energy 
Technology Grants Program, which began providing matching grants in 2007 to research and 
development projects at a rate of about $15 million per year. The state launched the Florida 
Institute for the Commercialization of Public Research, the $30 million Florida Opportunity 
Fund, and a 1.5 percent (of $130 billion) earmark from the state pension fund for high-
technology companies. Those three developments apply to a wider range of industries, but they 
have benefited the clean-tech sector (Institute for Economic Competitiveness 2009). 

 
In 2009 Florida Power and Light (FPL) formally changed its name to NextEra Energy in 

order to “better reflect the company’s clean-energy mission and market focus” (FPL 2009).  
NextEra, based in Juno Beach, Florida, owns and operates nearly 9,000 wind turbines, none of 
which are located in Florida (FPL 2010a).  The company obtained recovery funding for smart-
grid installation and is also constructing the Martin Next Generation Solar Energy Center (See 
Solar section).   

 
 Biofuels. In addition to the renewable fuel standard mentioned above, the state 
government in 2009 joined the Florida 25 x ’25 State Alliance. The alliance links businesses, 
government agencies, and university researchers in the fields of agriculture, forestry, and 
renewable energy to ensure that 25 percent of energy production comes from renewable 
resources by 2025 (FDACS 2009).  
 
 A large contributor to the 25 X ’25 Alliance is the state’s Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services’ “Farm to Fuel” initiative. The initiative was started in 2006 and includes an 
annual summit and $25 million in grants to the bioenergy sector between 2006 and 2009. Among 
the more noteworthy projects funded are two facilities that convert citrus peels to ethanol and a 
$7 million state government grant that attracted Verenium, a Massachusetts-based company that 
located its first commercial cellulosic ethanol plant in Florida (Bevill 2008, Lindenboom and 
Carmody 2009). 
 



  The “Farm to Fuel” summits include panel discussions and speakers within the biofuel 
industry as well as academia.  By hosting these summits, Florida hopes to position itself at the 
center of a new biofuel economy.  The Farm to Fuel website also provides an Alternative Fuel 
Map, which list the Florida gas stations that offer E85, B20, and B100 blends (FDACS 2010). 
 
 Henry Daniell at the University of Central Florida has pioneered a method of turning 
citrus waste (as well as switchgrass, straw, sugarcane, and possibly even tobacco) into cellulosic 
ethanol.  Daniell’s process uses enzymes to break down the organic matter into sugar, which can 
then be fermented into ethanol (Kotala 2010).  Unlike corn-derived biofuels, the method 
produces less greenhouse gas emissions than conventional gasoline (Kotala 2010).  
 
 The Farm to Fuel Initiative is backed by not only the citrus industry but also by Florida’s 
more powerful (but lesser known) sugar industry.  Florida Crystals and the U.S. Sugar 
Corporation have large land holdings in rural areas of South Central Florida and are looking for a 
market for their spent sugar cane stalks (Fitzgerald 2010).    
 
 Florida is also working to use biofuels in one of its largest bus systems.  The Central 
Florida Regional Transportation Authority (LYNX) operates bus lines in Orange, Osceola, and 
Seminole counties.  It is the first transit company to own and operate its own biodiesel mixing 
station, which began construction on June 10, 2009, and was unveiled on May 21, 2010.  The 
entire fleet will be converted to B20 biodiesel and is expected to reduce their carbon dioxide gas 
emissions by 16 percent.  The University of West Virginia will monitor emissions throughout the 
fleet and make suggestions for further emissions reductions (City of Orlando 2010, GoLYNX 
2010a, 2010b). 
 

Green Buildings. Florida is home to two architecture and planning firms headed by the 
founders of New Urbanism.  Duany Plater-Zyberk & Company, Inc., (DPZ) and Dover Kohl and 
Partners, Inc., have their main offices in Miami.  Principal architect of DPZ Elizabeth Plater-
Zyberk is also the Dean of The School of Architecture at the University of Miami.  DPZ has 
produced downtown master plans and regional comprehensive plans that encourage transit-based 
building patterns for the cities of Dadeland, Doral, Fort Myers, Madeira Beach, Miami (Miami 
21), Naples, Sarasota, Stuart, and West Palm Beach (DPZ- Projects 2010).  Dover Kohl and 
Partners has done similar work in regional plans for Collier County and Southern Martin County, 
as well as the “Lake Okeechobee Regional Plan,” which reinforced sustainable ecotourism and 
low-impact development in five counties surrounding Florida’s largest lake (Dover Kohl & 
Partners, 2010).  These firms also provide a sort of “export” by producing similar on-site work 
internationally (DPZ- Projects 2010; Dover Kohl and Partners 2010), and provide a welcoming 
work environment by providing support services for other large New Urbanist firms that have 
substantial projects in the state, including Moule and Polyzoides (2010) and Calthorpe and 
Associates (2010). 
 
 There is substantial smart-growth planning expertise in the public sector as well. The 
Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council was established in 1976 to help local municipal 
governments carry out various Florida’s various growth management mandates and 
requirements.  It began as a simple shared resources agreement between four counties located on 
the Eastern coast of Florida (Indian River, St. Lucie, Martin, and Palm Beach).  Today, the 



TCRPC provides planning assistance and support for governments all over the state.  Regions 
without the professional capabilities necessary to execute complex regional planning efforts and 
resources management turn to the TCRPC for expertise.  The Council’s mission statement 
describes itself as “Florida’s only multipurpose regional entity in a position to plan and 
coordinate intergovernmental solutions to growth-related problems on greater-than-local issues, 
provide technical assistance to local governments, and meet other needs of its communities.” It is 
a unique organization in that it is “by and for, local government” and has acted as a local 
government advocate in jurisdictional matters involving state and federal conflicts (TCRPC 
2010). 
 
 Smart-Grid and Building Technologies. The Solar Energy Research Center at the 
University of Central Florida teamed with the Power Center for Utility Explorations at the 
University of South Florida and the state’s Energy and Climate Commission to build a smart-grid 
network that integrates renewable energy in the St. Petersburg area. The “Energy Smart Miami” 
initiative involves a similar effort in that region of the state, and in 2009 Florida Power and Light 
received one of the larger ($200 million) U.S. Department of Energy awards to build a smart-
grid system in Miami-Dade and Broward Counties, with the intention of expanding to Palm 
Beach County as well (Genuardi 2010). FPL will outfit 750,000 homes in Broward and 980,000 
in Miami-Dade, before moving on to commercial and industrial customers.  FPL projects the 
total cost of residential smart-grid installation to be $800 million and hopes that the information 
made available to homeowners will significantly reduce wasteful energy habits.  Future upgrades 
to the system could even provide diagnostic reports to FPL, providing information on the reason 
for outages and actually prevent future blackouts (Genuardi 2010).   
 
 The smart-grid projects are likely to utilize technologies produced out-of-state, we did 
not find evidence that the state government was using the opportunity to create local 
manufacturing, software, and building technologies in the industry. The state may have more 
potential to build on existing research and demonstration projects for green-roof technologies. 
The University of Central Florida’s Stormwater Management Academy has focused on training 
and demonstrating green-roof technologies and installed a demonstration project on the Student 
Union. The 1,600 square-foot planting was funded by a state Department of Environmental 
Protection grant, making it the first university in the state to install a green roof on its campus 
(Binette 2005).   
 
 Solar.  Florida is more established in the solar industry than most other alternative energy 
industries. The Solar Energy Center at the University of Central Florida was originally founded 
by the state legislature to test and certify all solar photovoltaic systems in the state, but over time 
it moved into research on thin-film production, solar thermal, and grid integration for solar 
energy. The center also operates the U.S. Department of Energy’s Southeast Regional 
Photovoltaic Experimentation Center.  Also at the university are the Power Electronics Center 
and the NanoScience Technology Center, which have research projects on solar energy and other 
types of clean energy. Several solar energy installation and manufacturing companies are located 
in the region, notably PetraSolar. The company is headquartered in New Jersey but has located 
its global research and development facility in Orlando, where it partners with the university 
(Institute for Economic Competitiveness 2009). Solar energy research can be found at the Energy 
and Sustainability Center at Florida State University, the Florida Institute for Sustainable Energy 



at the University of Florida, and the Clean Energy Research Center at the University of South 
Florida.  The latter became part of a consortium of southern states that will provide training in 
solar energy installation (University of Central Florida 2009). There are also collaborations 
among the centers, although without the facilitation of the state government as found in Colorado 
and New York. 
 
 Miami-Dade County’s Targeted Jobs Incentive Fund was set up in May of 2005 to bring 
certain industries to the metropolitan area, which include solar thermal as well as photovoltaics.  
Companies moving to the area or existing firms expanding into these green industries are given 
up to $3,000 in tax refunds for each new job. There are also $1,500 bonus incentives for 
operating out of a “green construction” building, hiring someone living in a Designated Priority 
Area, or if the company is located within a Designated Priority Area. 
 
 According to the Washington Economics Group, if all proposed solar legislation were 
enacted, it would generate $8.1 billion in gross revenues from private and public firms, and 
create 40,045 jobs.  The projects are also estimated to contribute $200 million to state coffers 
(Villamil et.al. 2010).   
 
 One of the projects underway is the Martin Next Generation Solar Energy Center in 
Indiantown, Florida.  Florida Power and Light began construction of the seventy-five megawatt 
plant on December 2, 2008, and is scheduled for completion at the end of this year (FPL 2010b).  
The plant will rank as the second-largest solar thermal power plant in the nation, behind 
California’s Solar Energy Generating Systems facility (Spear 2010). Although the parabolic 
trough system is the same in both plants, the Martin facility is unique because it is connected to 
the turbines of existing oil and natural gas-fired plants.  This not only saves on construction costs 
associated with building the facility, but also maintains steady energy production, preventing the 
peaks and lows associated with solar power.  
 
 The state’s solar industry still has a lot of room to grow.  Florida produces 25 percent of 
the world’s phosphate (FDEDP 2010). One of the byproducts of phosphate mining is gypsum, a 
silicon-rich mineral.  Manufacturing of solar panels would be very cheap, due to the plentiful, 
unused, silicon, but only recently has HB 7135 created a viable domestic market for solar panels 
(Fitzgerald 2010).  
  
 Transportation and Energy Storage. Having experienced most of its growth after World 
War II as part of the rapidly developing “sunbelt,” much of Florida’s built environment 
presupposes car-based transportation. With the price of gas increasing, alternatives to fossil-fuel-
based automobile transportation are central to Florida’s sustainability initiatives.  To date 
however, there have been only a handful of major steps in this direction.  Nissan announced that 
Orlando would be one of the few test markets for their new all-electric car, the Leaf (Nissan 
News 2010).  The Florida Hydrogen Business Partnership, H2 Florida, was launched in 2003, 
and The Florida Hydrogen Initiative was set up in 2007 as a non-profit organization to aid and 
develop a robust hydrogen industry in the state (Levine, 2007).  Since 2008, however, most 
hydrogen initiatives seem to have stalled. 
 



 Much of Florida’s future sustainability may come from a reduction of automobile use, 
rather than a switch to renewable energy sources.  While the hydrogen projects have faded away, 
high-speed rail and retrofitting car-based cities to a more transit-friendly built environment 
promises to not only reduce carbon emissions but also provide significant job creation.  Thanks 
to a comprehensive multi-modal transit plan (which includes House Bill 1B as well as local 
transit initiatives), Florida received $1.24 billion from the Federal Railway Administration to 
build a high-speed rail lines from Tampa to Orlando along the I-4 corridor (phase 1), and from 
Orlando to Miami along the I-95 and Florida turnpike corridors (phase 2).  By providing the 
federal government with detailed plans to connect the high-speed rail with light rail, bus, and 
pedestrian-friendly neighborhoods, Florida was able to win the grant (Fitzgerald 2010).   
 
 Florida House Bill 1B establishes the bureaucratic infrastructure necessary to oversee the 
state-wide roll-out of passenger rail.  The Florida Statewide Rail Commission will advise the 
legislature and Florida Department of Transportation on all train-related business.  The Florida 
Rail Enterprise will oversee the operation of state-owned rail lines (SunRail 2009b). Currently, 
surveying teams and soil test crews are doing initial work on the project.  Completion of the first 
phase is slated for late 2014 and the second phase by 2017 (Florida High Speed Rail 2010).  
According to a report paid for by Siemens (one of the companies bidding to build the railroad), 
27,500 new jobs would be created in the central Florida region (Tracy, 2010). 
 
 Wind. The University of Central Florida also hosts the Center for Advanced Turbines and 
Energy Research, which has established a partnership with Siemens Power Generation, Inc., the 
Florida-based subsidiary of the international company. In 2008 FPL stated that they would 
construct six wind turbines off the coast of St. Lucie County on company-owned land.  The 
company estimated that the $45 million project would spur seventy-five construction jobs and 
$4.6 million in economic activity, annually, in the county (FPL 2008). 
 
 
Gainesville and Orlando 
 
 Gainesville and Orlando suffer from the problems of most Sunbelt cities: their post-
World War II transportation infrastructure is automobile-centric and difficult to service by mass 
transit.  But all of that is changing, as new federal grants and local movements are transforming 
these cities into more walkable neighborhoods.  As more pedestrian-friendly communities are 
constructed, there has to be a larger plan to link them via multiple transportation options.  The 
value of a transit plan has already been confirmed; the decision to award Florida $1.25 billion to 
build its high speed rail corridor was predicated on a fully developed transportation network.   
 
 Both cities are home to large research universities that have produced substantial 
scientific breakthroughs in green technologies and have students who are proactive in 
establishing renewable energy initiatives that are intended to spread to the larger community.  In 
many instances, the cities have excelled where the state as a whole, has lagged. For example, 
Gainesville instituted a feed-in tariff for solar energy, replacing its already successful rebate 
program.  Orlando will be the first city to operate its own ethanol mixing station for its biofuel-
powered tri-county bus system (see Biofuels).  It will also begin operating the SunRail 



Commuter Rail System, which is expected to create thousands of jobs and spur billions of 
dollars-worth of commercial sales over the long term. 
  
 Sustainability Plans. Florida’s cities do not have comprehensive green jobs and green 
industry development initiatives, but there are some interesting developments.  The city of 
Orlando’s Green Works Program and the county’s Orange to Green program have helped spur 
the green building and local solar industry.  Green Works Orlando has goals for energy 
efficiency and green buildings, but as of 2010 the programs mainly took the form of building 
standards (City of Orlando 2009b). The city encourages businesses to undertake a green 
challenge, but there were no programs to finance retrofitting of buildings other than ARRA 
funding for weatherization of low-income homes. The GreenWorks Business initiative also 
offers workshops to help existing businesses to undergo greening (City of Orlando 2009a), and 
the city’s green plan includes a provision to develop a green business park.  Overall the program 
is comprehensive in scope, but is not aggressive in implementation.   
 
 Green-Building Initiatives.  Gainesville has implemented several “environmental 
overlays” to their Comprehensive Plan, which implement special environmental impact 
restrictions and regulations for particularly environmentally sensitive areas.  Buffers are required 
for any construction adjacent to natural lakes, creeks, and wetlands. 
 
 The Orlando metropolitan region has embraced commuter rail as a solution to highway 
congestion, carbon emissions, and economic development.  On December 19, 2009, Governor 
Crist signed House Bill 1B, which provided state support for several commuter rail projects 
throughout the state.  In addition to increasing funding to southeast Florida’s Tri-Rail, it 
established a new commuter rail service called “SunRail” for the Orlando metropolitan area.  
Sixty-one miles of existing rail would receive needed upgrades to accommodate a passenger rail 
service.  The rail line will stretch across Valusia, Seminole, Osceola, and Orange Counties, 
connect several major employment hubs and residential areas.   
 
 Initial economic studies indicate that the SunRail service, over thirty years, will create a 
net increase of $981 million commercial business sales and create an additional 11,523 jobs 
within the four counties, and generate an additional $188 million of business sales and 1,985 jobs 
in the rest of the state.  Construction and continued operation is expected to generate $1.2 billion-
worth of sales over thirty years (SunRail 2009a). 
  
 Green Jobs Training. We did not find city government sponsorship of green jobs 
training programs in either city. 
 
 Green Business Initiatives. In 2009 the University of Central Florida published a study 
commissioned by Orlando County Mayor Richard Crotty that outlined the prospects for the 
clean-energy industry in the region and made policy recommendations (Institute for Economic 
Competitiveness 2009). As mentioned above, there are significant research strengths in the 
Orlando area for the solar industry, and the city, county, and Orlando Utilities Commission have 
worked together to support the industry.   
 



 On March 1, 2009, Gainesville, Florida passed Ordinance No. 080566; establishing itself 
as the first city in the U.S. to provide a feed-in tariff for solar-energy production. Gainesville 
Regional Utilities replaced their previous rebate program with a fixed rate of $0.32 per kilowatt-
hour for projects below twenty-five kilowatts.  Projects larger than 25 kilowatts are rated at 
$0.26 per kilowatt-hour.  Installation of new solar generation projects has been capped at a 
maximum of 4 megawatts of capacity per year (Rolland 2009).  

 
This method of financing has the benefit of establishing long-term predictable energy 

purchase rates while also spreading the cost of initial installation over the entire user base (Daily 
Climate 2010).  This model, based on similar initiatives pioneered in Germany, is the only one to 
have been enacted at a regional level.  Other state-based programs have been established but only 
Vermont’s program was rated “passing” by the World Future Council (Renewable Energy World 
2010).  As of April 2009, the Gainesville Regional Utility claimed that they had received 
applications for forty megawatts of solar capacity and has scheduled project installations through 
2012 (World Future Council Policy Action on Climate Toolkit 2010).  

 
 
Civil Society and Policy 

 
 Florida lacks the labor-environmentalist coalitions that are prominent in the northern and 
western states and that provide a popular basis for green jobs policy reforms. As a result, 
advocacy from civil society has tended to fall on the shoulders of other organizations. Many of 
those organizations have been concerned primarily with design, sprawl, and land-use issues that 
plague a rapidly growing state. For example, the Florida Congress for the New Urbanism is the 
largest state chapter in the nation and hosts annual “congresses” in which interdisciplinary panels 
and speakers share expertise in areas of sustainability, planning, and resource management.  
These congresses are attended by elected officials and provide a good platform for networking 
and sharing of ideas.  The last meeting held in January was titled “Great Expectations! (Even in 
tough times)” and focused on Florida’s economic woes as an opportunity to reposition 
sustainable urbanism as an economic catalyst for the state (CNU 2010). 
 
 As noted above, Florida’s biofuels industry has innovative technologies under 
development for the production of ethanol from citrus peels and sugar-cane stalks. 
Unfortunately, agriculture in this part of the state has a long history of human rights infractions 
recognized by state and federal agencies.  Largely related to citrus and tomato harvesting, the 
Coalition of Immokalee Workers (2009) has worked since 1993 to draw attention to these 
abuses. If the biomass coming from these farms were to be used as fuel, it would run counter to 
the WorkForce Florida’s definition of a green job unless human-rights abuses were addressed. 

 
1000 Friends of Florida has been a proactive advocacy organization that has engaged in 

public awareness campaigns to fight sprawl and encourage support for planning efforts. The 
Florida 2060 Report, a joint effort between 1000 Friends and the University of Florida’s GeoPlan 
Center, took current population projections and mapped them onto existing planning regulations.  
The results were startling, showing urban development would more than double from six million 
acres to thirteen million in fifty years.  They identified the counties that would be most affected 
by unchecked sprawl and did a detailed analysis of the environmental and resource impacts 



(1000 Friends of Florida 2006).  The University of Central Florida’s Metropolitan Center for 
Regional Studies, in partnership with the University of Pennsylvania’s design studio, released a 
“2060 Alternative Scenario,” which encouraged compact development and mixed transportation 
choices (University of Central Florida 2007a).  In terms of job creation and industry, this report 
(like others from 1000 Friends) has received substantial attention in both government and private 
industry.  In contrast to vague awareness campaigns, 1000 Friends chooses to engage actively the 
legislation process and provides research, professional expertise, and alternative policy 
recommendations for development and planning (Fitzgerald 2010).  

 
The Southern Energy Network was formed in 2004 to promote youth-led action to 

promote renewable energy, and has chapters in twelve Southeastern states.  Their efforts have 
established “green fees” on University of Florida (in Gainesville) and New College of Florida (in 
Sarasota).  Chapters in five other public universities are in the late stages of approving the fee as 
well (Southern Energy Network 2010a).  The money generated by these fees are controlled by 
student governments and earmarked to finance sustainability initiatives on campus.  SEN is 
active on college campuses and seeks to, “Leverage campus victories to achieve greenhouse gas 
reduction plans and/or comprehensive clean-energy policies” (Southern Energy Network 2010b). 
 
 
Further Reading 
 
 For reports completed by the 1000 Friends of Florida, visit 
http://www.1000friendsofflorida.org/Publications/main.asp.  For a summary and photos of any 
of the New Urbanist projects by Florida’s New Urbanist firms, go to http://dpz.com/projects.aspx 
(DPZ), or http://www.doverkohl.com/portfolio.aspx (Dover, Kohl, & Partners).  For further 
reading on smart growth and regional planning, see the Treasure Coast Regional Planning 
Council’s publications page: http://www.tcrpc.org/publications.html.  Visit the Florida Solar 
Energy Center’s website ( http://www.fsec.ucf.edu/en/research/index.htm) for a review of major 
research projects underway at the University of Central Florida. 
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